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The particular infamy of the plan consists in this: that its executors break
into the Ukraine in the wake of the Germans, and while the latter will loose all
their beastliness on the unarmed people and crush the economic and cultural
life of the Ukrainians, the former will crush the age-old Church structure by
Implanting the autokephality.
Under Canon 8 of St. Gregory of Neocaesarea, traitors to Christianity who
join the barbarians in attacking fellow Christians are not accepted as penitents
until there has been a special ruling about them by a Church Council. How
much more unpardonable is the crime of these traitors against Orthodoxy who
are prepared to use the opportunity of the fascist-barbarian invasion to attack
the Ukrainians spiritually, hand in hand with the invaders, and lead their
countrymen out of the safe confines of the Mother-Church to a false path of
schism and dissension. How can we find words harsh enough to describe the
guilt of a Bishop who has betrayed his episcopal oath and his own conscience
and placed his office at the service of this criminal undertaking?
(3) In addition to all this, we now hear that Bishop Policarp has gone to
the Nazi authorities and repeated the words said long ago: '"What will you
give me, and I will betray Him ?"
What can one call the agreement between Bishop Policarp and the Nazis,
after all they have done before our eyes on our soil, but the most treacherous
treason against the people and therefore against Orthodoxy ? Thereby he has
betrayed not only the local Orthodox Church; the whole Orthodox world prays
with us for the crushing defeat of fascism, of this contemporary progeny of hell,
as His Holiness the Patriarch of Alexandria, Christopher, has described it in a '
telegram to me.
Speaking in modern Church legal language, for all that is set out above
Bishop Policarp is liable to deprivation of rank and monastic position and
dismissal from holy orders. By the regulations existing in our Church, anyone
accused of crimes liable to such penalties must as a preliminary measure to the
trial be forbidden to celebrate services (thus, also to take part in Church adminis-
tration) until such time as he repents or until the Court has given its judgment.
Of such suspension of Bishop Policarp Sikorsky I hereby, in this epistle, notify
the Bishop himself and all the Church community.
It should be mentioned that an exchange of opinion between myself and the
(Ecumenical Patriarch and the Patriarchs of Antioch and Jerusalem has demon-
strated complete unanimity of views concerning the necessity for a Church
trial of Bishop Policarp for these very grave crimes against our Holy Orthodox
Church of Christ.
If Bishop Poiicarp obeys my prohibition I shall be "magnanimous and the
affair shall be investigated at a Church Council, and my judgment will be either
corifirrned or corrected*' (Sardica 14). If he disregards the prohibition and
continues to perform services and episcopal functions, he "will be pronouncing
sentence on himself" (Carthage, 38, or, according to the Greeks, Syntagma, 29)
and I and the Council of our Hierarchs hereby declare that from the moment
he dares to disregard my prohibition he becomes deprived of all priesthood and
monastic position. In other words, when after reading this letter, you, Orthodox
hierarchs, priests and flock, see Bishop Policarp celebrating any services or
episcopal functions, you will know that you have before you not the Orthodox
Bishop Policarp but the plain layman Peter Sikorsky, stripped of all priesthood
and episcopal authority. And may Our Lord Jesus Christ protect His flock
from such wolves, who destroy it. May God arise and scatter His enemies.